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general gasconade so boastfully of having the enemy in the
hollow of his hand,~-that enemy being Robert E. Lee at the
head of the best infantry in the world. Still we all hoped, and
we explored the map for the important strategical point we
would strike the next day. But the "next day" brought us
a fearful disappointment.

On the morning of Friday, May 1st, Hooker ordered a
force several divisions strong, to advance towards Fredericks-
burg and the enemy's communications. Our corps, too, received
marching orders, and started at 12 o'clock M. But the corps
was hardly on the road in marching formation when our move-
ment was stopped and we were ordered back to the position
we had occupied during the preceding night. What did this
mean? General Hooker had started out to surprise the enemy
by a grand flank march taking us into the enemy's rear. We
Had succeeded. We had surprised the enemy. But the fruits
of that successful surprise could be reaped only if we followed
it up with quick and vigorous action. We could not expect a
general like Lee to stay surprised. He was sure to act quickly
and vigorously, if we did not. And just this happened. When
we stopped at Chancellorsville on the afternoon of Thursday,
April 30th, we might, without difficulty, have marched a few
miles farther and seized some important points, especially
Bank's Ford on the Rappahannock, and some commanding
positions nearer to Fredericksburg. It was then that Lee, hav-
ing meanwhile divined Hooker's plan, gathered up his forces
to throw them against our advance. And as soon as, on Friday,
May 1st, our columns, advancing toward Fredericksburg, met
the opposing enemy. Hooker, recoiled and ordered his army
back into a defensive position, there to await Lee's attack.
Thus the offensive campaign so brilliantly opened was sud-
denly transformed into a defensive one. Hooker had surren-

Cbout two miles west of Chancellors-
